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The . Truth About the

ary S

Mothers, Childre

n, Principals and

Politicians All Give Their
Views—Few Parents Guilty of;

Causing Trouble

By Frank B. Elser

F YOU were 8 child, let us say any-|ures were unfortunate in thelr appli-

l where between six and fifteen years
lie sehoo! where, instend of having to
sit all day facing one teacher in one
room monotonously voting the “three
R's,” you marched from room to room
as the session were on, and varied this
with play or shopwork, or, if you were
s girl, with making a hat or sewing,
do you think would “Ugtrike” against
such & system, as new-fangled as it
might appear to you at first?
Assuming that most children, even
in the crowded city of New York, are
s is “No.

normal, your answer doubtles
ut you #are Wrong There sare In
k thi hree such

greater New York 3
schools, and during the week of Octo-
ber to 22 they were the scencs of
widespreand and recurring stra-
tions by pupils. Children, big and_
tle, “struck,” and there was sitendant
violence, with picketing and stone
throwing and window smashing, just
such incidents as not gnusually accom-
pany a labor strike.
Directed at first against the new-
fangled schools—called by their friends
uwork-study-play" schools and by their
enemies “Gary” schoola—the strike
spread, strangely enough, to the non-
Gary, or old-line, institutions, and was
chocked sfter a week only by the com-
bined efforts of the Police Department,
the Board of Education and the Bureau
of Attendance. Never before in New
York, or anywhere in the ITnited .'{lu!t-n,
for that matter, have school children

launched such a rebellion.

Mitchel Blames Tammany; :

Tammany Blames Mitchel |

Wkt b

Msyor Mitchel and his Fuslon sup-
porters and adherents seeking his re-
election blame that altogether familiar
scapegoat, Tammany; Judge Hylan, the
Tammany _‘»'.u_vnl'alt{ candidate, as flat-
Iv necuses Fusion; Morris Hillquit, So-
clalist candidate for Mayor, blames no
one in particular and absolves himself, |

he heol mwlan
but declares the Gary schoo plan,
\\':Euilo meritorious in iteelf, has gone
wrong as applied to SNew York. What
these candidates say juoted In more
detail elsewhere on this page. )

But it is patent that each of the
candidates, together with his support-

strike, fol-

t wh . regardless
s basis in the issues
To get st the heart
there-

zing the

tv, h
aign
ubla it waRs necessary, :
turn to another field, The
did this, It turned to the
to their mothers,
achers and to the attendance
latter & group of very

fore,
Tribune
children themselves,

to their te

of age, and you were sent to a pub-/

!
|
|
|

cation here.

Arching over this three-cornered de-
bate sailed the curtain of pamphlets
Fusion pamphlets explaining how ad-
mirnble was the work-study-play sys-
tem; Ilylan pamphlets telling what a
thing of evil it was; Hillquit pamphlets
offering as the only solution to & mud.
dled problem the essentials of which
he alone discerned.

The high school trouble simmered:
October 10 came. And on that day the
Hoard of Edueation, after asrimonious
debate, decided that a campaign of
education in the schools, explaining
just what were the objeets of the work-
study-play system, now the target of
such drumfire, would be a good thing.

Cries that this was partisan propa-
ganda came immedintely from Tam-
many, notably from Thomas W
Churchill, former President of the

Hoard of Education, and still a board
member, but they were unheeded,
The point is that the school child had
sssumed & place of inordinate impor
tance, the result of which was soon to
become apparent, Conditions were
ripening for real trouble.

Within less than twenty-four hours
after the Board of Education had de-
cided to explain the Gary system in the
schools, there was issued from 456 West
Thirty-fourth Street, on the letterhead
of the “Parents’ School Betterment
League” a document captioned “WARN-
ING." It recited at the outset that “in
the appointment of a Publicity Com-
mittee, the Board of Education mtrndql
holding in your schools public meet-
ings for the purpose of trying to get
votes for Mayor Mitchel from parents

| by giving & partisan and one-sided ex-

position of the Mitchel-Make-8hift Plan
of Education under the guise of the
‘Gary System.""™ .

Nothing very bad about that pream-
le excepting possibly the limping sen-
tence. And probably it was written In
s great hurry.

But read this sentence from the next
paragraph:

“You are WARNED therefore to
fnaist upon your rights as Ameri-
can citizens.” . . .

And, then, this last paragraph:

“] understand that all attempts !o|
have the Parents’ side explained wil
be met with determined opposition.
This is likely to cnuse grave trouble,

perhaps riot and disorder.” . . .

The signer, “James F. MacGrath, ex. |
scutive secretary,” here went on to ad-
monish his readers to “do all in your |
power to prevent such disorder,” but
the suggestion of dlscord came from |
him or whomever he represented.

Cattell Conducts |
Socialist Drive
Meanwhile, what were the Soclallsts|

&
-

between Madison and Fifth Ave

This demonstration took place in Brownsvill

(Copyright, lil?.‘by International Film Service)

ONE. OF THE SCHOOL GROUPS ON A HOLIDAY STRIKE

a section in no way invol ved in the original trouble. The youngsters’ faces show that getting their
picture taken was a most enjoyable feature of the occasion.

1
|

equally absurd stories gained wide cir-!

culation. They are ecited here not as,

unusual—for children are
lieve and invent such things
howing

anything
prone to be
in such eircumstances—but as s

that the undercurrent of unrest which |

culminated in the ur;tl-(}urt‘
over a bed of just such rubk 1
than over any tangible hardship in-
flicted on either child or parent.
With the elementary schools thus
thrown into a turmoil of unrest by po-
litical propaganda, the charge is made
that Tammany then sent emisgarics
into homea and urged parents to keep
their children at home and with their
children to make demonstrations
agninst the schools.
eation by innuendo ma

and so does Mayor Mitehel, and in a

way it is sustained by the police. But'
investigators for The Tribune have |
been unable direetly to confirm that

36 ]

gither Tammany agents or Soclali

did such work. However, conclusions
and inferences may be drawn from |
what nctuslly did oceur.

high achool trouble remained un-
settled on the evening of Monday, Oc-
tober 16. On that evening, near Publie
School 171, which is a Gary school, and
is situated at 103d and 104th Streetsy
ues,

there were held several politieal rall

led the l..ur}

officers—the toimod K Fhak wel . 4 S 4
; the Burean of At-|coing? Mr. Hillquit was still devoting | Speakers Dbitiefly 885

hun‘:nnr:m --5:3:; t?!! children under the part of his speeches to the schoal | plan and ml] they said it stood for.

A iacarded name of “truancy offl-| issue, but was he suggesting any | Both children and adults listened to

n‘ur!: discard |strike? He was not, Nor were his | and applauded these harangues, tr;

“Fr r & i : f » meeting a ecrowd, mostly
'Fo reen. s widely varl- |supporters and ubordinate orators, at |after the meeting I"

_[- mr.“ ::::n -'::-s of the statements, | least not in any set speeches by any | young boys, marched to School 171 and

these conc} : were remched. They |one who could be catalogued as offi- | hegan smashing windows, until dis-

in al

jons may be almost
between Tammany &I

onstrat

thesa conclusions 3 aee
appear to be the pinnacles ol fact
complex situation.

—_That responsibility for the dem- |
1 equally |

divided d .
the Socialists, I
__That nine-tenth of the parents
2 were not guilty of wilfully lteep-l
ing thelr children from uchool.l
many charges to the contrary not- |
withstanding.
% That nine-tenths, or, more ACCU-
tely, perhaps, ninety-nine-hun- |
L :.il;::ij:":-:-,pnf the ehildren followed
mob law in striking. They enjoyed the
novelty and excitement of it

—_That thers are hundreds of moth-
4- ers who find fault with the Gary |

pystem, but thelr criticism to H
great extent are the outgrowth o
propaganda with which their homes
have been deluged. Some, however,
have real grievances.

. That hundreds of teschers are
; against the Gary aystem &8 BP-
s plied here, but their objections
¢all mainly in a fleld of academic con-
troversy comparable to a discussion in
which the Supreme Court might divide
filve to four.

— That nothing in the Gary system
as applied In New York would
canse children to strike of thelr

own initiative.

—That *the strike, therefore, wWas
7 not really against the Gary sys-

tem, but was dus to & variety ..-.!
canses and events arlaing primarily
but not entirely from the Mayoralty
campaign.

To get a proper understanding of the
situation it will be necessary to turn
{from the elementary schools where the
atrikes occurred to the high schools of
the city, When the high schools opened
in September they did so on 2 schedule
of & echool day longer by one hour than
theretofore. The last Legislature had

assed the so-called Welsh bill, a war-

red measure, requiring military train-

ing of high school boys, and to earry |

out its provisions t
utes were tacked o
Low, many high school boys work after
sthool, and, in inr
Lrothers gone with the colors or in
great army of the drafted, they were
acutely needed at this time of high
prices to do their bit after
toward increasing the family income
The extra hour either stopped such
work entirely or seriously curtailed it

There were compluints., These were

he extra sixty min-

followed by more organized protests,
and finally, In mid-October, by mnss
meetings snd sporadic strikes. Mean-

time, the elementary schools, which had
opened quietly enough on September 10,
were running along ss usual, with no
hint of trouble. The thirty-three Gary
schools, with nearly 80,000 pupils, were
no exception. If these pupils were ob-
sessed with the idea that the work-
study-play system, now in vogue in New

York for three yenrs, had suddenly be- |

come something to be fought, they did
not voice it by word or action.

But talk of the unrest in the high
schools spread, especially among the So-
cialists. That extra hour for “mili-
tary training” smacked of militarism,
of the war party, of capitalism, of
Rockefellerism, the Steel Trust. 0
viously conditions were prime for beth
Hylan and Hillquit to “go over the top”
on the school question. Already Tam-
many had maintsined a pretiy steady
barrage fire of anti-Gary pamphlets,
while Judge Hylan in his canned
speeches had agein and again attacked
the Mitche! schocl policy. HiMguit
s.ded with neither, but assalled both his
oppenents, and in his spoken addresses
wan careful, even moderate, in stating |
what he thought was wrong with the
Gary schools. As has been indicated
above, hegheld that the plan had macy

| drive.* In an

the day's session, |

metable cases, with |

school F

b- |

| were put to makin

cially representing the Socialist party.
But Socielist headquarters, at 7 East
Fifteenth Street, was not allowing the
tchoo] issue to be neglected. An able
scholar with a national reputation was
keeping it alive, He wag and is Dr. |
J. McKeen Cattell, untl] recently of the |
Columbia faculty and n paychologist of
note. Columbia drnpptr({:him for what
may bo charitably described as ultra-
acifism. He has one son “over there
{-ut another son Owen, who has had his
name in the newspapers as a draft re-
sister, makes his headquarters with his
father at 7 East Fifteenth Street.
Possibly, becauge he is a psycholo-
ist and should know the minds of men
and children, Professor Cattell was
rolected to conduct the Socialist school
y event, his name is at-
tached to is, as sent out from So-
cialist headgquarters:
(1) T am willing te become a member of
The Hillguit Non-Partisan Committes of One
Thousand for the Children of New York City

and their Sthools.

i2) 1 do not wish te become & member of
the Committee, but I am Interested in ita
objecta,

4

=

Erase (1) or (1)
i‘z&nl sasassusnTaRes
RS ..ovsnnrn gregesans It L
The fellowing might be interested |n the
work of the Committee:
[dh'nmu may be contlnued on the reverse
side.
Please return to J. McKeen Cattell, 7 East
Fifteenth Street
Accompanying this feeler was a four-
| page document, captioned thus:
HILLQUIT NON-PARTISAN COMMIT-
TEE OF ONE THOUSAND
FOR THE CHILDREN OF NEW YORK
AND THEIR SCHOOLS
FOR HILLQUIT--FOR THE SCHOOLS
—FOR THE CHILDREN

Attacks “"Militarism"
In Public Schools

It will not be necessary to quete sll
| the circular. These paragraphs will
| glve an idea of its import:

“The Mitchel administration has a blask
school record. Members of the Board of
Education were appointed by the Mayor
only after pledging them to support mili-
tary training in the schools mnd the Gary
plan. Two of his appointees were em-
ployes of the Rockefeller Foundatien. The
Board of Education has been subordinated
to the Boa of Estimate and Apportiens
ment. Mayor Mitchel has sacrificed the
wellnre of the children and of the texchers
of the city to the interssts and the profits
of the classes whose puppet he is.

“Even militaristie Germany has no mill-
tary training tn its schools ; those teachers
who favor universal military service find
ng excuse for the futile and perverting
military training of young children. The
National Education Asseciation has year
after year protested against it

“The Gary plan, imported from the elty
of the Steel Trust and promoted by the
Rockeleller Foundation, has been adopted
by Mayor Mitchel's personal School Board
| to save the cost of bullding schools and
| paying teachers. There are those who have
the more sinister motives of making re-
ligious instruction in the churches part of

|

persed by the police.
Boys Begin by
Breaking Windows

Next morning, when the school prin-
eipal, Myron Willson, arrived and stood
surveying the broken glass, he was
confronted by a delegation of excited
mothers, During the night word of the
attack on the school had spread.
Mothers, fathers, children were warned
that for pupils to attend school would
be dangerous. There were children
around the school now, but not in the
classrooms. Hooting, hissing and up-
surged about the

roarious, they
wildered principal, refusing to go into
their ¢lasses. Iere and there an older

boy appeared to be a leader, but mainly
it was a crowd of kids, jnhhrrlng_;mll
throwing things and caring very little
what it was all about, The first anti-

Gary strike was on
That was early in the morning of
Principal Will-

Tuesday, October 186,
son promptly notified the Board of
Education and the police and the Bu-
reau of Attendance. By mid-forenoon,
what with cajolery and threats and ar-
gument, about half of the school’s reg-
istration of 8,700 was got inside; the
other half nolsily retired to a nearby
open lot and held a couneil of war.
Later sbout a thousand of these
came in.
Questioned as to why they struck,
not & few of the boys sald they had
done so because the boys of the High
School of Commerce had been striking.
Others epoke vaguely and parrot-like
of the evils of the Gary system, Moth-
crs, questioned, insisted stoutly, with
few exceptions, that fesr of perzonal
violence to their ¢

pccompany them to school, to see what
all the trouble was about.

Strike Reaches Bionx
And the East Side

The strike spread, While the centre
of the original disturbance—School
171—remained in A state of semi-re-
belliong disaffection took hold of three
schools in The Bronx—Nos, 52, 53 and
b4. St
and lhooted, some bearing crudely
printed banners and eardboard slogans.
“Pown with Mitchel!” some of these
proclaimed, ‘Down with the Gerry
(sic) system!”
admonished to vote for both Hylan
and Hillquit. Not on the same banner,
of course. But the merits of each
candidats were variously proclaimed.

From The Bronx the strike spread to
the lower East Side, to non-Gary
schools;

nearly twenty schools and
thirty thousand pupils were affected.

the schoel work and of limiting the op-
portunities of the chibiren of the workers
by estublishing class schools like those of
Germany." \

Nowhere does the foregoing say any-
| thing about rloting, as did the pro-|
nouncement of the “Parents’ School Bet- |
terment League,” but it djd something
else. It very adroitly linked the atill
|nmuuldrrhlg high school rebellion over|
|"h.'t extra hour for military training
| with the Gary issue, with which it has|
| nothing whatsecever to do. By the Gary
system, coincidentally, the school dly|
for one of the divisions—that is to say,
for the pupils of one of the duplicate
schoole—is one hour longer than in the
old-line schools,

Imagine now the talk and rumor and |
counter rumor on the East Side and in|
Harlem end The Bronx smong families!
who received these circulars! Children |
began to talk and to believe all sorts
of preposterous nonsense. Puplls in|
the Gary schools, so the gossip ranm,

‘H articles useful
for the Stee]l Trust. High school boys
wered going to be trained for scldiers

strike-breaking headquarters. Fortu-
nutely, there intervened the Saturda
holiday, & period during which all
ggencies trying to break tge strike had
cpportunity to perfect and codrdinate
their machinery. By Monday, October
24, district superintendents were pa-
trolling the affected districts in aute-
mobiles, cobperating with the police
und attendance officers, and thls ciren-
lar had been sent by the Department
of Education to every public school
principal:

T» the Principal of Publie Scheol —

Borough of —

Dear Sir (or Madam)—In case of trouble
on Monday or thereafter next week, rels-
tive to disturbances in schools and on the
sirecte, you ure directed to follow these
nstructions :

ATTENDANCE OFFIC will be held
in reserve in tke following” places. In case
of need telephone the centre at your school.

Here followed a list of six centres

in Manhattan, The Bronx and Brook-
Iyn. Then; .

cxcellent festures, but that these fest- and then drafted, These and eother u“n‘.‘.‘ﬁ":"-u:w J."m?ﬁﬁ. ta-

The Board of Edu-|
kes this charge, |

strikes ran |
vish, rather |

3

' ADVANCE WARNING GIVE

he- |

hildren had caused |
them either to keep them home or to |

king pupils marched and yelled |

Those who read were |

from the East Side to the |
Williamsburg section of Brooklyn and |
to East New York. On Fridey, October |
19, it sttained its high tide, when |
ossibly |

tion. If within ten minutes help enough
{s not at hand, telephone General Police
Headquarters,

CAUTION TO PUPILS—Make clear to
your pupils and teachers that pupils guilty
of unexcused absence from school or of
rioting, parading, defying authority, gath-
ering 8 crowd, or of injury to school prop-
erty, forfeit thelr right to gradoation.
Offenders are being and will be arrested
and punished.

RESFONSIRILITY—As soon a8 an
pupil is returned to school by an attend-
wnce officer police officer or any one else
for any of the above causes, please ques-
tion kim in.the presence of a witness as to
his partietpation In the disorder and the
source of the instigation to disorder. His
undwers should be taken down In writing
and should be signed by the pupil and the

witness, Please hold these atatements
until ealled for. This ls especially impor-
tant

Certain Findings Are
Unofficially Reported

Theso measures broke the strike. By
Tuesday last conditions were assuming
the normal. The signed statements of
the striking children were not avail-
able na this was written, but the Bu-
reau of Attendance, after its examina-
tion ¢f more than a thousand children
and parents, reported unofficially these
findings:

—Tha strikers were almost without | the wake of the other.

exception Jews,

{

Now for the mothers—mostly Jewish |

1

mothers, mothers whose children are
in the Gary schools. Of the more than
fifty Interviewed by an investigator for
The Tribune, about one-tenth expressed
themselves as Indifferent or neutral;
about one-half of the remainder said
they did not in all ways like the sys-

Mothers Op;;: So Much Shop Work
And Need for Getting Extra Mealsl

tem, but would take no part in an ac-|

tive fight against it; the rest were in-
clined to be critical of the system, even
abusive. Few would admit, however,
that they had advised their children to
strike, ns was the case in their inter-
views with attendance officers, some
said that after the strike was on they
had kept their children home to pre-
vent their injury in riots

Their chief  complaint concerned
menls, that is, the serving of meals to
departing and home coming pupils, To
understand this compluint it must be
borne in mind that the Gary, or dupli-
eate, school is really two schools in
one—one schogl, as it were, moving in
'his means
that the pupils in X school arrive
ashend of and depart home for lunch
ahead of those in Y school, a fact which

—Both Soclalist and Tammany antl-, obviously disarranges the meal sched-

Gary literature was found on the
strikers and parents,
The original strike at School 171,

directly caused, by propaganda.
Tammany led in this, but oddly

Manhattan, was stimulated, if not

enough the gchool is embraced in the

Twentieth Congressional Diatriet,

ule at home, provided two or more
pupils from the =ame family go to
school and move in separate groups.
This complaint seemed wu‘.rlnm-n by
The Tribune investigntor until the
gehool authorities uniformly insisted
that such a eonflict of hours would be

remedied at once, provided the mother

called the matter to attention, Formu-
lated briefly, the charges of the moth-

where Hillquit was so narrowly de-|ers against the system grouped them-

feated by Isanc Siegel last November.

malves as follows:

N OF RIOTS

PARENTS SCHOOL BETTERMENT LEAGUE
OF GREATER NEW YORX
Exzcunve Orricem 4S5 WesT Sdmw STREXT

Cvvem pv EXBCYTIVE SEARSTANY
een ToU

called Putllicity Committee
holding in your schools pu

h

ciations either to answer or

under the name of *Gary®.

or
NEW YORX

trying to get votes for Mayor Mitchel from parents by
partisan and one-sided exposition of the *Uitchal-Make-
shift Plan® of education under the guise of the "Gary System®.

It 18 thefr intention met to-permit Pardnts or Parents Asso-

Jctober 11, 1917,

All Parents Assooiationg, Mothers Circles and other organe
izsations baving the protaction snd the progress of gur
Publie Bohools at heart are WARNED that thru a resolution
adopted st a mesting of the Board of Bducation, yesterday

afternoom (October 10th) and in the appointment of a so-
the Board of Bducation intends

{e meotings for the purpose of

giving

se their “pran®, It is to

| be & one-sided affair lltlﬂl.:'t: fool the gullible and to
stifle & proper and democratic hearing of both sides of the

You are VARNED therefors to imsist upon your rights as Ameérican
oftizens to have BOTH BIDES presented Defore you ¥o that you
may not become prejudiced or be compelled to mocept a partissn, |
false or mialesding exposition of this "Mitchsl-Make-Shift®

I understand that all attespts to have the Parents' side ex-
plained will be met with determined opposition. This is Unl;|

to cause grave trouble, perhaps riot and disorder, and it {8
your duty to do all in your power to pravent such disorder
| and to present -your cause with dignity, calmness and determin-

1

Justios, Law and Crder.

The Hoard of Education and the|
Buresu of Attendance had become now |

Very truly yours

ation, resembering mlways that the schools are yours and that
you have s right to e heard on any question fhat affects them
or the welfare of your children,
you, should yodf dewire them, Please keep in touzh with me as

this organization will ald you in every possible way for Right,

Bpeakers will be supplied

JAMES F. MacORATH,

Executive Becretary.

This fs the document which the Fusion | ministration.

Conspleuous among the

forces eay, as much as anything, eaused | names are thoss of Petar J, Brady and

the anti-Gary school strikes and rlots.
It will be noted that on Septamber 11,
nearly & week before the first strike,
the clreular speaks of the probabllity
of “grave trouble, perhaps riot and dis-
order.”

It bears but one signature, and that
typewritten, But on the reverst side, in
red ink, are printed some forty names,
Of the owners of these names some are
jdentified with Tammany, Jthers are

Republicans who have fought the Gary |

system, and still others are l]nlt par-
sons who, banded in associations with
I lnur!ockiu". directorates have coms to
be known profesaional op;ounu of
the Gary plan and of the Fusion ad-

J,mta P. Holland, labor leaders; Mayer
C. Goldman, a lawyer and an intimate
friend of ex-President Churchill of the
Board of Education, and Frank D, Wil-
sey, o former member of the School
Board, who faleld of reappointment by
Mayor Mitchel. Ernest F. Eilart, whose
name nlto appears, is another close
friend of Churchill. Louis ). Pink,
also proclaimed in red as an ostensible
endorser, was & one-time member of
the School Board. He wanted to be a
magistrate, but Mr, Mitchel did not ap-
point him.

—That due to the change of teach-
ers every fifty minutes, the indi-
vidual interest of a teacher in her

pupila has disappeared.
changing from roem to room so fre-
guently precludes eoncentration, and
consequently the children's progress is
retarded.

—That there I8 an unnecessary
waste of time in occupations other
than class work, Children

—That in the winter time It is
dangerous for the children to wait

in the cold outside the school

until the ciassrooms are emptied.

—That no distinction is made be-
tween weak and strong children;
that many children with weak

hearts have been injured through hav-

ing to climb up and down stairs every
fifty minutes when the period is
changed,

—That children must carry their
wraps and books with them from

; classroom to classroom. This is

inconvenient at all times and a menace

to health in wet weather,
That the meal hours are incon-

6 venient for the mothers in fami-

child.

lies where there is more than one

That when children are tardy in
7 arriving at school, for whatever

reasor, they are kept until very
late in the afternoon.

Mrs, Alexander Bruno, 141 St, Anne's
Avenue, has nine chiidren,

“My family keeps me working every
minute with that Gary system,” she
said. “I don't want to make any un-
necessary complaint, but it seems my
whole life is spent in getting meals
for the ¢hildren, who all come home at
different times." 5

in the same house lives Mrs, Thomas
Madden, mother of eight.

under the Gary system.

“The Gary eystem is hard on par-|

ents, children and the teachers, too,”
she declared. “The children must be
out of the house by 8:10 o'clock every
morning, or else they complain they
are late, and are kept in until 4:30
o'clock. They come home to lunch at
11:10, and they have to be fed and
started back sgain before 13 o’clock. I
have two boys who work, and they come
home at 12 o'clock, too, for lunch,
“Hefore the Gary system was used
the children had the same teacher sl
day and learned something. Now they
change teachers every hour, and the
children don't learn so much.”

Doctor States His
Opposition to the System
Dr. J, Winslow Edgerly, of 418 East

| 186th Street, is opposed to the Gary

| system because he says it neglects the

| the system for a long time,” he said,|

fundamentals.
“l have been opposed to the use of

“snd neither my wife nor myself can
see any good in it

| estly tried to find its advantages, but

| chunge of period.

we only succeed in seeing harm every
day for the children, Besides the sub-
ject of fundamentals, 1 object to the
running up and down stairs every
It Is very bad for
childgen who are not altegether strong,
Last year [ had to order several chil-
dren out of school because of the stairs.
My own boy was dragged down in
health, too, and had to take a rest,
Many mothers have come to me profgs-
sionally with this complaint of the

| Gary system.”

f

The apartment house at 3862 Third
Avenue overflows with children who go
to one of The Bronx Gary schools, Tge
subject of the strike was discussed in
every hallway and there were overflow
meetings on the stairways.

“The children walk more than they

| study," said Mrs, Alexander Setanosky.

“I want my five children to learn
something at school, and not to play
games in thke yard. They ean play
after school is over.”

“My children doun’t learn so well in
the Gary system as they did before,"
spoke up Mrs, Morris Stone from her
doorway.

“My girt learned better with two
teachers than she does now with five
or six, She has to scrub and sew, too.
I don’t want her to be & serubwoman or
a dressmaker, but to learn something."”

“I've got three children, and all they
do is change teachers and ran up and
dowr stairs. They have enough run-

ning to do at home here,” declared Mrs. | silenced It, so far as reasonable persons | ev

Jacob Temaschow,
“My daughter geta so tired she can't

eat because every fifty minutes she has ' As originally adopted the plan here)
to run up and down the stairs. They provided that children should be taken svstem?

make her back and heart ache,” put in
Mrs. Louis Horowitz.

Another flight up Morrls Melworm
eleven and a half years old, nndanln‘
and unusually bright, Inurpnud for

1t docs not follow, of co that all | his mother and told his own ressons
those whose names appesr on the docu- | for disliking his school. ;
mont endoraed it e (I classes nine times & day.

| they can ear

Furthermore, !

—That the school day is too long'

We both have hon-'

chool Rebellion

—t

Politics Heavily Involved in Out.
breaks That Have Little Bearing
on Actual Working of Ney

Study Plan

' The time wasted in changing we could

use for another study period. I'm in
the printing elass, During the school
year we have to take ten weeks in
printing and ten in the machine shops.
Unless a boy kept this up for a 191:;5
time he wouldn't earn any money at it
Morris's mother spoke heatedly.
“They make workmen out of the boys
and scrubwomen out of the girls. The
school is like foremen and workmen,
Parents take the bread out of their
own mouths to keep the children in
school a3 long as possible o they may
have an edueation. We =end them so
n money later on. When
a job it's mot serubbing
but learning.”
{ down stairs hurts
heart

looking [for
that gets you one,

“Running up an
my giri—she's got

Principals Generally Commen

But Say It Can

After hearing all theze complaints
The Tribune investigator sought the
teschers in the Gary schools for ex-

planation and enlightenment. In th:l
connection it must be s id that ai-
though the answers & »d to be
frank and were to a o | inquirer
convincing, one Invaria pu referred,

i in contact

not to the teachers dire
with the pupil, but to principals or to
persons higher. Thiz inevitably left
the impression that there were at times
causes of friction, times when the sys-
tem did not in all ways work satisfac-
torily, but that, insténd of conceding
and discussing this, school heads were
going ahead with

et und herctofore
formuluted argum , based on the
theory that the

stem as a,whole is
sound and its application entirely satis-
factory. Said Eugene Gartlan, principal
of Publie School 42, Claremont Park-
way, The Bronx:

“As to the objectlon that time is
wasted in occupations other than clase
work, I can only say that if a person
believes all knowledge is to be found
between the covers of books there is no
use talking to him.

“The play periods, manual training
classes and other activities do not, de-
apite the system's detractors, divert the
pupil’s attention from the study of the
three Rs. The same amount of time i3
spent on them under the Gary system
| 85 under the old régime,
| “Aa to the complaint that the weaker
children have toc much walking to do,
that is arranged in the best way pos-
sible. The first and second year—I1A
and 1B and 2A and 2B—do not travel
at all. They stay in classrooms that
are on the same floor. Some classes
walk only two flights in the morning
and two in the afternoon, That could
never hurt & healthy child,

“About the question of ecarrying
wraps from one room to another, | can
a2y that this has been greatly exag-

ted, The only time children take
4 wraps with them is when they go
to the game periods or come back from
them,

“The objection that children are kept
late in the afterncon if they are tardy
I have never heard of.
does not exist in this school.

“There need be no difficulty about
the noon hour for luncheon, Here we
have only two periods at noon, The
children leave school at 11:10 in the

jul

"

[
:

morning and they are supposed to be!

back by 12. Others leave then and re-
turn about 1 o'clock. The truth of the
matter is that the children are in a
hurry to get back and play together
about the school. That is why they
hurry through their mesl.

System Has Une;_r'tfted Political,
Labor and Religious Discussions

]
|

Here just a word on how the Gary
plan eame to New York three years ago
and, briefly in review, what it is. It
came to New York after Mayor Mitche!
and others, including Mr. Churehill, its
now most bitter opponent, had investi-
gated its working in Gary, Ind.; in Cin-
cinnati and elsewhere. At t}u_nteel
town of Gary, named for the chairman
of the Steel Corporation board, Will-
| iam Wirt, “ha:f principal and edu-
cator, had inaugurated ths duplicate
school—that is, two schools moving
through one—and had thus doubled a
given school's daily capacity. At the
same time he had added certain play-
work-study features, based funda-
mentally on the theory of Froebel, who
sqneru\f years ago that all children
wera creative rather than receptive,

hased on this inherent tendency of
theirs to express themselves in action.
“New-fangled,” this, and it ereated a
storm of controversy. But the plan
seemed to be working well, and Wirt
came here, and his system, with modi-
fications, was installed. Almost imme-
diately it beeame the subject of heated
political controversy. Churchill, "first
its warm advocate, charged that Mayor
Mitehel, after adopting the system un-
der the guise of stimulating and broad-
ening  the public school’s shop work
and other practical things listed in the
eategory as pre-vocational training,
about-faced and subordinated this, and
pressed the duplicate school plan
merely ms an expediency to solve the
| problem of overcrowding and to save
money.
. To some extent this {s probably
true. Certainly, what with limited
- playground space and school buildings
I not completely adjusted to the new
| system, the Gary idea is not being
fully carried out In New York. Neor
do its supporters maintsn that it is,
They call it the duplicate plan, and
one which best suits the eity's require-
ments, in view of many pressing prob-
| iems, Probably this 14 true also
In any event, the Gary system has
been hammered these three years, per-
| haps ms no issue in the city was ever
hammered. Labor shied at it first be-
cause the name “Gary” sounded trust-
like. Then the Rockefeller cry was
raised, certain gentlemen connected di-
rectly or indirectly with the Rocke-
feller Foundation having beem eleeted
to the Board of Education. This per-
sisted until recently, when Ida Tarbell,
| cortainly not a Standard Oil defender,

|sre concerned, with an open letter.
| There was alzo u religlous lssue.
from the schools at intervals for re-
| tigious instruction in their various
faiths. Catholics and Jews; that is,
| some of them, i.mm!dil'lll; protested,
|mintin{l out the danger of Protestant
| pros l.tg'ln Others, not Church lead-

tion inte rel
i:s'ihnm :i “ﬁ

trouble,” | necessary.”

This condition !

and that educational work should ba|

ealled Mrs. Samuel Pinkowits l'l'-~
hallway :\un'.'t.h

“The stairs have hurt my e
too,” added Mrs. Benjamin “h
neighbor, ’
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i n wo
53, at 168th Street ar
has been a principal for elever paarm,

“The Gary system has vy good
points and others that s W w
good,” he said.

=St "‘I vould not like to _‘ﬂhb

my short experience v
s4 4 mueh better g0

as B
o do v
in some schud
principal. The
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“In regard to the stairs, some el
| use the stairs more 1 before, it i
| true, On the other h , many paple
use them less freguently. It depesd
on how the classes are arranged.”

late, they em)
Nor could they o8

i

| caste, Finally, all religiens festus
| were eliminated,

| Inside this outward contrerey
| brewed resentment among teachen &
| the elementary achools, By the G
| system they were teaching twin ¥
many popils as formerly, workiag®
hour longer and getting no extm M.
| To thelr resentment is not unl

| not a little of the present unpet
The municipal campaign st
| with it the propaganda

| above. Then the strike.

{  What Mayor Mitchel thinks of B
| cause of the strike he made guite pis=
in en address deliversd after the int
walkouts, [le said:

It is & very serious thing in ks &9
| when even Murphy will try to take @
school system of New York sad drag &
down into tics by organising even

boys and giris &t achool into & moveset
for schoal strikes, and orgasizng the W&
ants of the children throuah & campag &
deliberate misrepresentation (ot S
menta of protest againat the oy admis
tration, even to the po of orgasl

them to come down to the City Hall, ®
am told that they propose to do o8 T
day morning, at Mr. Murphy's requet

The proposed pilgrimage to the OF
Hall never materialized.

In answer to
Mitchel, Judge
| statement for The Trib

An attempt has been ©
Mitchel and others
tal out of the £
strikes of public se
their parenta, ]
parties have inspired these outbreadd

The parenta are opposed 1o the w'
administration because (t haa DCU."
build new schools, and because l“
sought to cover up the bad efecta of >
failure by extending all over the ‘.
makeshift Gary plan. This opposite

1l known, and it did not need any

In my opin
breaks, which
children & dus
the unfortun

the Mitch T
enthood of ous ¥
person escape the
sirations of childr
table as they are,
pression of the desp ¢
our citizens toward an
which, in dealing with the moat
all matterm, the education of ouf
has baseiy ignored the opincns
parents when voleed with order
corum in the meetings of the pare
sociations ? "

At Socialist headquarters it "=
on behslf of Mr, Hillquit that
| all his followers indignantly rep
en the suggestion that his “!ol
| wag in any way responsibie
strike.

Whet is the trouble wi
* It is just this—PO -

The Gary system as in torce B
| not flawless, nnd it does not
without some creaking of bearing®
politics has made it like the cou‘
garden, whose plants the commy
up to mee if they are gro

with the

trouble Gary systed
they won't lot it alone,
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